Development of a Research-Management-Outreach Framework for Sustaining Coastal Barrier Island Ecosystems: Inaugural Meeting—Coastal Barrier Island Network (CBIN), Galveston, TX, Jan 2009
Priority questions identified and compiled at the Galveston meeting are as follows:

· What are current gaps in knowledge of biophysical processes that create and sustain barrier islands, including anthropogenic modifications to process-oriented dynamics?  What are similarities and differences between natural and human-dominated barrier island landforms and ecosystems?
· What are the controlling processes that influence vulnerability and resilience of barrier island ecosystems over broad (micro- to macro-scale) spatial and temporal scales, including:

· Development and other direct anthropogenic impacts 

· Navigation channels

· Sand supply

· Sea level rise and subsidence

· Storm frequency and severity

· Biotic change and diversity
· What forms of natural and socioeconomic valuation are relevant and best suited to developing plans for sustaining different barrier island ecosystems? These forms may involve economic valuation such as cost/benefit analysis, as well as rapid assessment methods utilizing remote sensing, GIS, and field-validation techniques.  
· How effective are current mechanisms for communicating with stakeholders (politicians, government agencies, teachers, local public, developers, etc.) about emerging science and the implementation of management strategies? What is the potential effectiveness of possible alternative mechanisms?

· What are the opportunities for developing management strategies that emphasize both spatial and temporal scales? Managing for stabilization versus natural dynamism need to be addressed, along with a more clever application of restoration alternatives that would include native vegetation, including.
· Beach and dune restoration

· Restoration design
· Revegetation
· Temporal cycles
· Sediment dynamics and mechanics
· Dredging and dredge-material placement
· What are the key similarities and differences between barrier island ecosystems and other vulnerable coastal ecosystems? What is the potential for development of a unified conceptual framework for soft-sediment coasts?
